Companion to Biochemistry, Volume 2  Edited by Alan T. Bull, John R. Lagnado, Jean O. Thomas and Keith F. Tipton Longman; London, New York, 1979 vi + 490 pages. £13.95 by Barker, G.R.
Volume 116, number 1 FEBS LETTERS July 1980 
BOOKREVIEWS 
Companion to Biochemistry, Volume 2 
Edited by Alan T. Bull, John R. Lagnado, Jean 0. Thomas and Keith F. Tipton 
Longman; London, New York, 1979 
vi t 490 pages. g13.95 
The second volume of ‘Companion to Biochemistry’ continues the function of its predecessor as outlined in 
the preface to the first volume, namely, to fill the gap for the final-year undergraduate between the basic text and 
the specialist review; the book also serves a similar purpose for the established biochemist. The editors have cho- 
sen well the fifteen topics covering a wide variety of interests and the authors have produced an attractive vol- 
ume. That having been said, it is necessary to underline the inevitable conflict between the objectives of the edi- 
tors and authors on the one hand and the mechanics of publication on the other. The subjects chosen comple- 
ment those presented in the first volume and, being of particular current interest and topicality, are within rap- 
idly developing fields of biochemistry. 
The chapters on nucleic acid sequencing and recombinant DNA techniques give an excellent background to 
these subjects but the long delay in publication results in significant advances either being only noted in a post- 
script or omitted entirely. The same may be said for the chapter on chromatin structure and others. Despite these 
difficulties, the authors have produced interesting and useful chapters. Illustrations are well chosen and of a high 
standard. It is necessary, however, in using the book, to be prepared to bring the material up to date by reference 
to appropriate reviews. 
This situation is unavoidable in the publication of accounts of rapidly moving fields: it is perhaps appropriate 
to consider possible ways of ameliorating it. If it were possible for a companion volume covering, say, five sub- 
jects to appear well within a year of completion of manuscripts, readers would have a greater feeling of security in 
accepting the factual information and interpretations; the authors would feel less frustrated by having their names 
associated with out-dated material in fields in which they are undoubted experts. 
Whatever future policy may be adopted, the present volume should be read by all active biochemists as well as 
the more enterprising undergraduates. The fare presented illustrates the diversity of biochemistry, including some 
largely biological topics such as biochemical processes in early development and vision, and structural and mecha- 
nistic chapters including those referred to earlier, structure and function of ribosomes, organization in biological 
membranes, receptors for hormones and neurotransmitters, post-translational modification of proteins, macro- 
molecular aspects of the nervous system, X-ray studies of biological macromolecules, allosteric and co-operative 
enzymes, biochemistry of complement, and photosynthesis. In addition to this well balanced menu, undergradu- 
ates in particular will find the chapter entitled ‘Clinical biochemistry: general aspects, special topics and training’ 
both informative and thought provoking. 
G. R. Barker 
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